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Abstract:

This study embarks on a journey to uncover the origins and diverse traditions associated with Pentecost,
a widely celebrated holiday with an enigmatic history and purpose. Deeply rooted in ancient agricultural
practices, Pentecost has been observed across North Africa and other regions of the world. This study aims
to unravel the mysteries surrounding this celebration by exploring a range of hypotheses, including the
etymology of its name, the origins of the observance, and the reasons for its designation as a holiday. It
then delves into the unique rituals and traditions associated with Pentecost in North African countries,
culminating in a comparative analysis of past and present celebrations in rural Morocco. Through this
examination, we uncover shared customs and practices across regions, as well as distinctive traditions that
set Morocco apart. This exploration is guided by a methodological framework that draws heavily on
anthropological and historical methodologies, providing a comprehensive understanding of the

multifaceted dimensions of Pentecost.
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1 Edmond Doutté, Magie et religion dans I'Afrique du nord, édition et typographie Adolphe Jourdan, Alger, Algérie,
1909, pp. 566.
2 Voir : - Joly (a), un calendrier agricole marocain, arch. Marocaines, vol.3, 1905, p.301.
- Charles Tissot, exploration scientifique de la Tunisie : Géographiques comparée de la province romaine d'Afrique,
.1, ministére de l'instruction publique, imprimerie nationale, paris, France, 1884, p.315.
4 Lévi-Provengal (E), pratique agricoles et fétes saisonniéres des tribus Djabalah de la vallée moyenne de I'Ouargla,
Arch. Berb, vol.3, fasc.1,1918., p.85.
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- Edmond Doutté, Magie et religion dans I'Afrique du nord, op.cit, p. 565-566.
> Dozy (R), Supplément aux dictionnaires arabes, Tome. 2, éd.2, paris, 1927, p.181.
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" Lévi-Provencal (E), pratique agricoles et fétes saisonniéres des tribus Djabalah de la vallée moyenne de Ouargla, op.
cit, p.103.
? Eugene Aubin, le Maroc d'aujourd’hui, librairie Armand colin, Paris, France, 1904, p.440.
3 Louis de Chenier, Recherches historiques sur les Maures et histoire de 'empire de Maroc, t.3, Paris, France, 1787,
pp.224-225.
> William Margais, Textes arabes de Tanger, t.4, imprimerie national, Paris, France, 1911, p.392.
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