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Abstract

The article discusses women in the community of Al bidan in southern Marocco, particuiariy
their presence in the oral folklore, and the representations associated with this entity, which holds
a prominent position among all members of the community. Lt Focuses on a hidden topic, nameiy
the woman and the devil in Hassani culture, but from a cultural perspective and the specific nature
of the pure Hassani society, rather than the stereotypicai image that has iong been associated with
women as being devilish. The article will address the iocaliy known concept of the “beautiful
woman possessed by the devil”, expioring her presence and her ultimate allure, or what is

commonly referred to as “Atbils.”

KeyWO rds: Beidan women- Beidan society - southern Marocco - the jinn - the devil - temptation
and sedition - popular belief.
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