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Abstract:
The article "External Migration in Amazigh Imagination through Popular Song: A Case Study of Moroccan Rif"

explores the historical reasons behind migration in the Amazigh Rif region, including drought, colonization, and
conflict. Both individual and collective migrations were often responses to harsh living conditions or economic motives
like trade. In the 20th century, Rifians migrated to Algeria, other parts of Morocco, and Europe, either to participate
in wars or to help in Post»World War II reconstruction, while migration later expanded to include artists from the
region. Amazigh artists used songs as a way to convey their experiences of migration, expressing feelings of
homesickness and hardship. The article examines songs by Walid Mimoun, which depict the struggles and
exploitation of life abroad, as well as tracks by the group “Ayaoun,” which capture a profound longing for the
homeland and critique the Peril of illegal migration via the "death boat." These songs reflect a strong connection to
homeland and cultural identity, portraying the migrant’s experience as one of enduring attachment despite the

Physical distance from the Rif.

Keywords : External Migration - Amazigh Imaginary - Folk Song - Moroccan Rif.
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