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Abstract:

This paper explores sociological perspectives on religion through the lens of classical theories, focusing on the
contributions of Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, and Karl Marx. Durkheim's functionalist approach highlights the role
of religion in fostering social cohesion and collective consciousness, stressing the significance of rituals and shared
beliefs in maintaining social order. In contrast, Weber's analysis examines the relationship between religious values
and economic behavior, Particuiarly how Protestant ethics contributed to the deveiopment of capitalism. Marx's
critical theory, on the other hand, views reiigion as a tool of social control, reinforcing the status quo and obscuring
the realities of class struggle. By comparing these foundational theories, the paper provides a comprehensive
understanding of how religion operates within social structures and shapes societal dynamics. Additionally, the study
explores the contemporary relevance of these classical perspectives, demonstrating their continued applicability in

analyzing modern religious phenomena.
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