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Abstract:

The researcher in the history of the relationship between Europe and the Muslim world, from their first
contact up to the contemporary times, notes the significant impact that these tense historical relations have
had on the image of Islam in the western imagination. Western thought generally sought to consolidate a
persistent hostility, which had long been nurtured by the church, as evidenced in Western literature in
medieval Europe, and which expanded to cover various areas of intellectual, cultural and political
production, in which Islam/ the other is introduced as a rival in values, legislation, and culture, and as a
subject of expansion and hegemony, or as a source of threat to the foundations of western civilization. This
research is an attempt to explore the most important intellectual origins and the medieval historical roots
of the stereotypical images about Islam, which have continued to persist and develop in the western

imagination, despite the passage of lengthy time and the convergence of countries.
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